Introduction:
 - First named as a field 30 years ago. The title “educational linguistics” was proposed by Bernard Spolsky in 1972 for a discipline whose primary task would be “to offer information relevant to the formulation of language education policy and to its implementation” It is an area of study that integrates the research tools of linguistics and other related disciplines of the social sciences in order to investigate the broad range of issues related to language and education.
- In his book “The Handbook of Educational Linguistics”, Spolsky (2008) says that he first proposed the term “educational linguistics” (EL) because of his dissatisfaction with efforts to define the field of applied linguistics and of his belief in the close relationship among research, theory, policy, and practice. He asserted that it should be a problem-oriented discipline, focusing on the needs of practice and drawing from available theories and principles of relevant fields including many subfields of linguistics. 

 RELATED APPROACHES
1.Discourse Theory
- Discourse theory and especially discourse analysis play a significant role in Educational Linguistics. it is important to distinguish between language in education and linguistics in education, referring to the need to study language “in its own terms” as a discourse system, rather than treating language at the level of isolated surface features, ignoring its abstract, underlying, sequential organization.
2.Interactionist Theory
- interactionist theory puts emphasis on the effect of social environment in which linguistic competence can be turned out to be communicative competence through interaction and by the help of nonverbal components, much more meaningful language learning can be achieved, as proposed by educational linguists. It is worth noting that “classroom interaction” is the core of educational linguistics research.



The Main Streams of Work in Educational Linguistics: 
 
• using language in classrooms.
 
• literacy development.
 
• language learning.
 
• planning language use in educational settings.
• assessing language knowledge.


THE BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL LINGUISTICS    
 - As a research area, educational linguistics is very young. Its birth occurred in 1972 with the 
works of Bernard Spolsky in America. As mentioned earlier, it grew from the discomfort with the 
ambiguity of the term “applied linguistics”. Therefore, the history of educational linguistics is 
linked to applied linguistics.
  -Spolsky felt that applied linguistics in broad sense obscures the work specifically devoted to
 language and education. He also felt that to use applied linguistics in a narrow sense to refer
 to only language education research obscures the multiplicity of the work being done within the
 field in other domains. 
At the beginning, people thought that his objective was to provide a new label for applied linguistics. This was largely stemming from a view of applied linguistics as being solely occupied with language and education. However, it was later understood that it’s a “unified field within the wider discipline of applied linguistics” (Spolsky,1978: 2). And today, it has turned out to be an independent field whose “starting point is always the practice of education and the focus is mainly on the role of language in learning and teaching .



THE NATURE AND COMPOSITION OF EDUCATIONAL LINGUISTICS

- Concerning the nature and composition of EL, Spolsky (2008) puts forward that language teaching takes place in a school and is closely tied to sociological, economic, political, and psychological factors. Therefore, a good language education policy or effective methods of implementation will not ignore linguistics and the other related fields, but will represent much more than an application of linguistics. In this respect, educational linguistics is concerned with the dynamic ways in which theory, research, policy, and practice inter-relate, and all work done under the rubric of educational linguistics is focused on this relationship.



Subfields of Educational Linguistics
educational linguistics has close links with a number of disciplines which are regarded as ‘subfields’ of educational linguistics: 
1.Sociolinguistics: It is the study of effect of any and all aspects of society, including cultural norms, expectations, and context on the way language is used. The chief contribution of sociolinguistics in educational settings has been to draw attention to the differences between language use in the classroom and in students’ homes and communities. 
2. Anthropological Linguistics: It is the study of the relations between language
 and culture, and the relations among human biology, cognition and language. It studies human through the languages that they use.



3. Pragmatics: It is the study of the ability of natural language speakers to communicate more than what is explicitly stated. The ability to understand another speaker’s intended meaning is called pragmatic competence. Another perspective of pragmatics is that it deals with the ways we reach our goals in communication.
4. Discourse Analysis: It is a general term for a number of approaches to analyzing written, spoken or signed language use. Discourse analysis has been taken up in a variety of social science disciplines such as linguistics, sociology and psychology. it has close links with educational linguistics in the sense that language is a discourse system so, it should not be treated at the level of isolated surface features.


BASIC PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATIONAL LINGUISTICS
Educational Linguistics got matured around 1970s by Spolsky giving references to a number of related disciplines. Giving a general framework for the practices of foreign language education, they can be specified as follows:
1. Literacy is at the core of foundations of education. Literacy can be defined as the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate, compute and use printed and written materials associated with varying contexts. It involves a continuum of learning to enable an individual to achieve his or her goals, to develop his or her knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in the wider society. For this reason, EL stresses that literacy should be in primary consideration at each and every stage of educational processes.
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2. Education needs linguistics since the improvement in language skills of writing, reading, speaking, and listening can only be achieved through knowledge about language. Spolsky (1978) himself admits that linguistics is an indispensable part of language learning process. Without knowing about language itself, it is impossible to use it properly.

3. The use of target language in real communication should be the focus of foreign language education. Literacy in foreign language can only be achieved through the use of target language in all stages of learning, and thus teachers should create opportunities for learners to use the language outside the classroom. Especially in the context of foreign language learning and teaching, this can be managed through the use of technological devices.



CRITICISM OF EDUCATIONAL LINGUISTICS

• It has been understood that there is a need for more research into teachers’ explicit beliefs about, and understanding of, language in order to enable us to understand teachers’ central role as educational linguists, that is, as conscious analyst of linguistic processes.
• Educational linguistics made an attempt to address a fundamental problem –the language barrier to education- i.e. the instance where a child acquires a vernacular language informally and is required by the educational system to acquire a different, standard language (Spolsky, 1974a), a problem which recurs for millions of children daily, weekly, and yearly all over the world.

• education and linguistics are in need of each other all the time; especially teaching linguistics to the educators is important so that they can deal with the problems such as teaching vocabulary, reading, and writing.
 Disadvantage of Educational Linguistics
• applied linguistics claim that for a discipline to be an independent one, it has to create its own approaches, theories and methods. Therefore, they assert that EL cannot be regarded as a seperate field in this respect. However, the contradiction that applied linguistics –considering itself as an independent field- also does not have its own approaches, theories, or methods weakens this argument.
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